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The XVIII General Chapter specified, in eight priority lines, where to focus our efforts in the six-

year period 2022-2028. Making our own the words of Jeanne de Lestonnac, we dare to say, with 

humility and hope: this little Company offers, together with the laity with whom we journey, to 

help according to our possibilities1. 

 

Three years have passed. Today, each of us, and as a group, brings together what we have 

experienced throughout the triennium in the provinces and as a Universal Company. Life has 

been a tapestry of interwoven experiences, from searches and achievements, to doubts and 

certainties, trials and successes, mistakes and joys, as well as suffering and sleepless nights. 

 

We live in challenging and unsure times.  We are seeing how power struggles between different 

countries are growing and how security is focused on weapons, which are increasingly more 

powerful and sophisticated; it is a power that seeks to generate fear and that produces death. 

Every day, millions of our brothers and sisters are victims of war, exploitation, hunger, the 

plundering of the wealth of their countries, the expropriation of their lands... We are citizens of 

this wounded and suffering world that cries out for peace, freedom, attention to fundamental 

rights, of a world that craves for life, which needs and wants to be respected and cared for. Pope 

Leo XIV, at the beginning of his ministry, expressed the call to "build a Church founded on the 

love of God, a sign of unity, a missionary Church, which opens its arms to the world, which 

proclaims the Word, which allows itself to be questioned by history, and which becomes a 

leaven of harmony for humanity."2 

 

The Body of the Company is also fragile, not only because of our small numbers.  The 

experience of our limited numbers causes uncertainties, questions, and which at times, the 

future is obscured. Undoubtedly, we are also affected by the fact that we are not oblivious to 

the dynamisms of reality, to those strong voices that surround us. The search for power, 

indifference, the primacy of the self, the "anything goes", immunity to suffering and death... 

they silently penetrate us and the dynamics that we can live and generate.  At the same time, 

we feel that there is a present moment and a future for which we take responsibility; an 

inhabited present moment in which God, ever greater, repeatedly comes to meet us, makes us 

understand the wisdom of the small and the strength of fragility, invites us to open our hearts 

and listen to the whisper of other voices that speak of humanity. By exposing ourselves and 

allowing ourselves to be shaped by the Gospel, the Lord makes it possible for us to experience 

 
1 Cf. Founding Documents, Abregé, XIII, p. 40. 
2 Homily of Pope Leo XIV, on the occasion of the beginning of the Petrine Ministry. St. Peter's Square, May 

18, 2025. 

 



that in union with Him and among us, the horizon opens and becomes a continuous newness; 

He enables us to feel that each today, lived with authenticity and meaning, prepares and builds 

the future. Jeanne de Lestonnac recommended this double union to her companions, 

convinced that the effectiveness of the mission flowed from there.  

 

Gathered in this General Assembly, our sisters place in us the responsibility of glimpsing where 

life sprouts and grows in order to continue nourishing it in each one, in our communities, and in 

the world, to continue advancing the Kingdom. I like to look at the trees at the back of the 

garden of this General House, they are trees heavy with years, in winter their branches are cut 

to such an extent that the first time I saw them I thought they had made a mistake; however, 

when spring begins, life struggles to come out even through the small cracks of the parched 

trunk and tender branches covered with leaves form a large crown grow again, little by little. 

We are aware that commitment to life often involves pruning, at other times embracing the 

uncertain, and knowing how to take risks. Always, we believe that in our searches and small 

actions, God's creativity is active, even if our eyes may not see the fruits. The commitment to 

life requires knowing how to persevere, an active, humble, and faithful perseverance: "the 

patience of those who sow without expecting anything and of those who know how to wait for 

the times and the surprises of God."3 

 

We are convinced that the Light that has accompanied us since ancient times will illuminate our 

discernment, so we begin with hope, with that hope that, as Pope Francis used to say, "is the 

virtue of a heart that does not shut itself up in darkness, that does not stagnate in the past, that 

does not go on dragging itself into the present,  but knows how to look at tomorrow with 

lucidity."4 This year, people from all over the world are coming to Rome to live the Jubilee of 

Hope, we join them, we too are pilgrims of hope. 

 

We begin with hope and with the will to inspire each one, and among all, create an atmosphere 

that allows us to connect with ourselves and be in communion with the God of life. An 

environment that fosters respect and mutual listening, enabling us to "incline our ears" and 

listen from within. A climate in which a fruitful dialogue can emerge —one that includes all 

voices and makes it possible to seek together to “welcome and respond to the newness which 

God offers.” Joint seeking is possible. 

 

In the footsteps of Mary, Our Lady, who shares her faith and bestows her name upon us, we 

pace our steps in this time of grace which we receive as a gift.  

 

Mª Rita Calvo Sanz, odn 

Superior General 

 

 

Rome, July 1, 2025 

 
3 Pope Francis. Homily for the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, at the XXVIII World Day for 

Consecrated Life, St. Peter's Basilica, February 2, 2024. 
4 Francis. Hope, the autobiography. Plaza and Janés, January 2025, p. 323. 


