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Closing words J

“Welcome and respond to the newness that God offers us”

Looking back and letting the experiences of this X General Assembly resonate within me, | can
affirm that the Lord has allowed us to feel His presence, and that it is His faithful presence,
always new, that sustains us and makes it possible for us to look at today and the future with
renewed confidence, whatever may be.

It has been an intense month. At the beginning, | pointed out how important it was to create
an atmosphere among all of us that would foster mutual respect and listening, that would
enable us to "listen attentively” to one another from within; a climate in which a fruitful
dialogue could take place, making it possible to search together... Ultimately, | believe we can
say that we have felt like sisters, companions in hope, around the God of Life who brings us
together and makes us co-responsible with Him for a common mission that unites us with
bonds of freedom and truth, helping Him according to our possibilities.

Throughout this time, we have also felt accompanied by our sisters worldwide. Their messages
of encouragement and kindness, and their prayers have supported us along the way.

We have experienced many significant moments, some of which | will recall here:

Almost at the beginning of the Assembly, the liturgy of the day presented us with the story of
the unbelieving Thomas. The homily told us that Thomas, when he put his fingers into the
wounds of the risen Christ, experienced that he was touching God Himself, because God is
wounded in the world, God is in the suffering and pain of history. The Lord has also invited us
to listen to the cries of the world, to touch its pain, and to look at ourselves as citizens and
responsible for what is happening. At the same time, He has invited us to name all that
weakens the Body of the Company, which often goes beyond numbers, and prevents us from
proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom. Like Thomas, we have felt God's tender gaze and
experienced that we are sustained by his grace. Like Thomas, we have confessed: "My Lord and
my God!"

We wanted to listen to the voice of the mew generations. We are grateful for their willingness
to share with us what they are experiencing and dreaming, what helps them, and what hinders
their following of Jesus. The gratitude that some of them expressed for the formation they've
received helping them to grow in their vocation—the accompaniment, the warm and
educational atmosphere of the community, the witness of the older sisters, the openness and
universality of the Company—makes us want this to be the experience of all and to put the
means in place to make it possible.

The meeting with the sisters from the new presences, which depend on the General Team —
Haiti, Timor Leste, and Asia 4 — was an impetus to continue forward. Their joy and passion fQé.e.
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building the Kingdom in very complex situations were infectious. They made us feel that the
poor give us reasons to live and to believe. They showed us that interculturality is born from a
sense of calling and is a testimony and prophecy of fraternity. They strongly conveyed to us
that experiencing ourselves as part of the Universal Body and being supported by it makes
what seems impossible possible.

Being a Universal Body and the desire to become increasingly so has been a profound
experience in the Assembly. Universality, in one way or another, runs through the Final
Document. We are increasingly clear that fraternity is possible if we recognize ourselves as
blessed and live in gratitude, if each one recognizes and accepts her gift without clinging to it
and, from the "mystique of us," offers it to make the common project in service to the Kingdom
a reality.

Sharing and contemplating together the apostolic reality of the Company has given us a
realistic vision. On the one hand, we have seen the need for greater involvement and
responsibility on the part of some religious in the works and projects of the Company; on the
other hand, we were happy to note that, although we are fewer, the charism continues to bear
fruit in many places and ministries. Sharing the mission with the laity and creativity is making
it possible to have a presence with the identity of the Company of Mary, even in cases where
we religious are not directly involved.

Regardless of whether it comes to fruition or not, the common search with which we began
our discernment in response to the request to open a presence in the Dominican Republic was
a spiritual experience that touched all our hearts and is difficult to put into words. God made
himself present in each one’s free expression, in our desire not to hold back, in our willingness
to share even though we know our strength is limited, in our desire to continue uniting who
we are to be a Company that goes forth. God made Himself present, breaking the patterns of
logic, in the call to be humble prophets.

Mary of Nazareth, Jeanne de Lestonnac, Ignatius of Loyola and many men and women
throughout history have heard the Lord's call to collaborate with Him and to believe that
"nothing is impossible for God." The grace of this Assembly is that we, too, today, according to
our reality and in the here and now of our world, have heard, "It is possible,” and with renewed
hope, clear responsibility, and open availability, we have responded: Let it be done!

Ma Rita Calvo Sanz, odn
Superior General

Rome, July 31, 2025
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